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Israel Main Battle Tank Magach 6B GAL BATASH

It seems that small countries surrounded by strong enemies can often win the victories with unexpected fighting power,
and Israel is one of them. Israelis have been famous for their sagacity, and they can utilize their resources to the utmost.
M48 and M60 Patton tanks came to Israel with the wars. Some of them were captured from the Jordanian army and some
of them were sold by West Germany and the U.S. Though those tanks were of various variants, and many shortcomings
were exposed in the battlefields, Israelis still took all of them and designated them Magach.

Magach 6 and 7 tanks are based on the M60 tanks. Magach 6B is the Israeli name of the MB0A1E2. Like what they did
to other imported AFVs, the Israelis have applied various upgrades on the MBOA1E2. They replaced the machine gun with
the FN MINIMI machine gun and added the M2HB heavy machine gun on top of the main gun. In response to the
complaints about the protection of M48/M60 tanks, the IDF installed add-on armor on it. What's more, they also
upgrade the tank’s engine to be a 908hp one. Since the 1980s, the Sho't and the Magach tanks were gradually
replaced by Merkava main battle tanks. But a large number of Magach tanks continued their service to the 21st
century. Even at the end of its service life, the upgrades on Magach didn't stop. One of these tanks has a very
eye-catch name, the Magach 6B GAL BATASH. The GAL in the name comes from an Israeli fire-control system. And
BATACH is an acronym for “overall security” in Hebrew. Obviously, after receiving the ingenious upgrades by the
Israelis, this tank, which was designed to counter the Soviet armor groups in West Europe, now plays a role in the low
intensity security conflicts in the Middle East. There were only a very small number of Magach 6B GAL BATASH tanks,
and they were kept under strict confidence. Sometimes they were mistaken for Magach 7 or Magach 8. By 2008, all

Magach tanks were removed from military service. However, other vehicles based on its chassis are still serving in the
IDF, (] HO33Y SEARCH
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